
  

PARISH MAGAZINE OF ST. GEORGE, KENDAL  

ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST, GRAYRIGG 

www.beaconteam.org.uk 
And 

 Sandylands Cornerstone Church 

www.sandylandschurch.com 

 

March 2025 Free - donations welcome 



2 

St. George Kendal 

Priest in Charge: Revd Michelle Woodcock  rev.michelle@beaconteam.org.uk 07468 535387 
 

Associate Priest: Revd Jean Radley jean.radley@outlook.com 738046 

Reader Mrs Sue  Whittaker susanwhittaker380@gmail.com 722522 

Administrator Mrs Lynne Magee admin@beaconteam.org.uk 720018 

 
Safeguarding Officer 
 
Magazine Editor 
 
 
  
  
 

 
Mrs Heather Wilson 
  
vacant  
  
  
 

  
heatherwilson2@btinternet.com 
 
admin@beaconteam.org.uk 

  
734713 

  
 720018 

  
 

Churchwarden Mrs Sue Blamire sueblam49@gmail.com 07432 529477  

Churchwarden Mrs Heather Wilson  heatherwilson2@btinternet.com 734713 

Deputy Wardens: Mr Ian Wilson  ianwilson2016@btinternet.com   

Secretary: Mr Phil Blamire philblamire2@gmail.com 07400 551277  

Treasurer: Mrs Julie Armistead Julie@randjarmistead.co.uk  

Organist : Mr Richard Bromley  rickbrom@aol.com  

Bookings Secretary Mrs Joanna Smith  Jonev.smith@gmail.com 732076 

Electoral Roll Secretary : Mrs Jennie Haigh   721503 

     

Baptism Secretary : Mrs Judith Cropper  07909766861 

Friend in Need Scheme : Mrs Eileen Allen   725013 

George’s Network Mrs Jenny Stabler   729205 

CMS Mission Partner: Miss Ruth Radley ruthieradley@gmail.com   

 Beacon Team Mission Community 
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Authorised Worship 
Leader 

Mr Clifford Kendal          cbk1968@outlook.com 07713 787514  

Churchwarden Mrs Pauline Robson       plnrobson@yahoo.co.uk 824223 

Churchwarden Mr Sam Park 824349 

Correspondent Mrs Pauline Robson        plnrobson@yahoo.co.uk 824223 

Minute Secretary Mrs Pauline Last 824468 

Treasurer Mr David Last                davidlast@dockergarth.co.uk 824468 

Minister Rev Melanie Greenall   revmelanie.methodist@gmail.com 720513 

Stewards Paul Atherton  sandylandschurchbooking@gmail.com  

 Elizabeth Stanbridge  sandylandschurchbooking@gmail.com   

 Lisa Roberts  
“ 

 

 Paul Rodman “  

 Jeanne Wightman “  

Booking Clerk Helen Ainsworth  sandylandschurchbooking@gmail.com  

Messy Church Karen Bell   

 Sally Conroy  sandylandschurchbooking@gmail.com  

Girls Brigade Karen Bell    

Totters and Bumps 
& Babes 

Jeanne Wightman  sandylandschurchbooking@gmail.com   

Friendship Group Wendy Thomas  sandylandschurchbooking@gmail.com  

Sandylands Seniors Jenny Mellor  sandylandschurchbooking@gmail.com  

Sandylands Cornerstone Church  

St. John The Evangelist, Grayrigg 
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Letter from Rev Michelle Woodcock 

Priest-in-Charge of the Beacon Team Churches 

Dear Friends, 

 
You may already know, that at the end of January I was privileged to be  
invited to attend a Clergy Consultation at St. George’s House, Windsor. It 
entailed living, worshipping, working with other clergy and studying all 
within the grounds of Windsor Castle as a guest at St. George’s House. I 
was one of twenty-four serving ministers from across this country, Scotland, 
Ireland and America who were invited to attend. Our consultation was              
entitled “Nurturing Wisdom; Nurturing our Growth as ministers.” The             
conversations we shared remain private to our group, but I can certainly say 
for myself that although it was a very demanding week on every level, it 
was transformative and has encouraged me as I continue to serve as a           
Mission Community Leader here in the Beacon Team Ministry. 
The history behind the set up at St. George’s House is very interesting, and 
more can be found on the website, if that sort of thing appeals to you. 
www.stgeorgeshouse.org 

Their overall vision is: 
“To effect change for the better in our society by nurturing wisdom through 
dialogue.” 
They go on to say this… “The values of the House are openness, honesty, 
trust and respect. People from all areas of society, holding diverse views, 
opinions and beliefs come here to debate freely. The art of consultation 
seeks to nurture Wisdom and open up the possibility of a different and better 
world. 
The Wisdom we seek to nurture affirms and encourages, questions and sur-
prises. It searches out new possibilities and desires the best for all our peo-
ple and our planet. It is forward-looking and free from contemporary idols. 
It fosters personal and community transformation. The practical result of 
such Wisdom is trust, equality, and peace. 
It is Wisdom based on knowledge, understanding, good judgement and far-
sighted decision making. It is Wisdom for our time.” 
 
I found my time there to be a real oasis. In a time when The Church of            
England is facing many challenges and trials on many different levels, it 
was encouraging to meet serving ministers who felt able to be so open and 
honest about their own challenges and who were willing to share wisdom, 
sometimes hard won, and embrace questions that helped us all consider how 
we might continue to lead as steady, faithful ministers, sharing the gospel & 
Good News of Jesus in an increasingly troubled and turbulent landscape. 
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In the book of Proverbs, there is a Proverb that says: 
“Know also that wisdom is like honey for you: If you find it, there is a future 
hope for you and your hope will not be cut off.” (Proverbs 24:14) 
 
It can feel difficult to find hope at times like this, but during the consultation 
I was reminded again of the commandment to  
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your mind and with all your strength’ and to ‘Love your neighbour as 
yourself.” Mark 12:30-31 
 
There is wisdom in holding on to these simple, but complex truths as we 
journey through increasingly challenging times. How are we showing love 
to our neighbour? What simple ways can we help the places we inhabit be-
come places where wisdom is nurtured, and love and kindness have chance 
to grow and flourish? What part does God have in all of this? 
 
By wrestling with these, and other questions, we begin to take steps along 
the road to wisdom. Please pray for me as I continue to seek God’s wisdom 
in all that lies ahead and be assured of my prayers for you. 
                         
Blessings 

                                               Michelle  

Beacon Team Lent Course 
“Christ has no body now but yours”  

  
You are invited to join us on a course as we reflect on two key 
prayers. “Christ has no body but yours” attributed to St. Teresa of 
Avilla; and “God be in my Head”. These two prayers build on the 
central theme of the Church – us – as the Body of Christ. We will 
be exploring something of the characteristics of God and of the 
invitation to follow and work with God each day. 

 
 
We will meet at Skelsmergh Vicarage from 7-8.30pm on  
Wednesdays: 12th March, 19th March, 26th March, 2nd April, 9th 
April and the course will end with a shared meal on 16th April. 
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St John the Baptist, Skelsmergh:.  
     
Sunday  2nd  March  - Holy Communion 11.00am  
Sunday   9th March  -  Morning Worship 11.00am  
Sunday  16th March -  Baptism Service 11.00am  
Sunday  23rd March - joint service at Burneside 
Sunday 30th March - Mothering Sunday Service 11.00am 

 

                               St John the Evangelist, Grayrigg  
  
Sunday  2nd March  -  Holy Communion 9.30am  
Sunday   9th March  - Morning Worship 9.30am  
Sunday 16th March  - Holy Communion 9.30am 
Sunday 23rd March  - Evening Worship 4.00pm     
Sunday 30th March - Mothering Sunday Service 9.30am  
    
     

                                 St George,  Kendal  
 
Sunday  2nd March  -  Holy Communion 11.00am  
Sunday  9th March -  ‘Worship at 4’  4.00pm  
Sunday 16th March -  Morning Worship 11.00am  
Sunday 23rd March -  Holy Communion 9.30am  
Sunday 30th March - Mothering Sunday Service 11.00am 

   

       St Oswald, Burneside 
  
Sunday  2nd March -  Evening Worship  4.00pm  
Ash Wednesday 5th March - Holy Communion 9.30am 
Sunday 9th March -  Holy Communion 11.00am  
Sunday 16th March - Morning Worship  11.00am  
Sunday 23rd March - Holy Communion 11.00am  
Sunday 30th March - Mothering Sunday Service 11.00am  
  

 
          St Mary’s Longsleddale  
 

Sunday 2nd March  Abbey Service 10.30am                                                                                      
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        St Thomas, Selside  
 
Sunday  2nd March  -  Morning Worship 9.30am   
Sunday 9th March -   Holy Communion 9.30am  
Sunday 16th March - Evening Worship 4.00pm  
Sunday 23rd March - Morning Worship 11.00am  

Sunday 30th March - Mothering Sunday Service 11.00am 

 
Sandylands Cornerstone  Methodist  Church  

 

Sunday  2nd March: Morning Worship 10.30am         Causeway 3pm                      

Sunday 9th March: Holy Communion 10.30am   

Sunday 16th March: All Age Worship 10.30am   

Sunday 23rd March: Morning Worship 10.30am          

Sunday 30th March: Morning Worship (Mothering Sunday) 10.30 am  

 

********************************************************************************************** 

 

Every Tuesday   6.00pm  Short Evening Prayer  

                             at St. Oswald’s Church, Burneside 

Every Wednesday 9.30am: BCP Holy Communion   

                                at St. Oswald’s Church, Burneside 

 

 Online Worship is available throughout the week via Zoom 

 Access: : https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86745535327 

    + 44  203 481 5237    or  +44 203 481 5240 or  +44 203 901 7895 

  Meeting ID: 86745535327    Or join by phone on any of the numbers: 

 Regular weekday Zoom services include : 

                     * Mondays 8.30pm : Compline 

                     * Fridays   8.30pm :  Celtic Evening Prayer                     

       
 
 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F87329356785&data=04%7C01%7C%7C09da91acf4854aab04d108d9d786c4ca%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637777797437084213%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDA
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 Readings for March 2025                         

 Sunday next before Lent               March 2, 2025 
 1

st
 Reading  Exodus 34:29-end          Psalm 99                                                         

2
nd

 Reading 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2      Gospel Luke 9:28-36 (37-43a)                                                                                               
 

 First Sunday of Lent                      March 9, 2025 
 1st Reading  Deuteronomy 26:1-11         Psalm 01:1-2,9-end (or 91:1-11)                                                     
2

nd
 Reading Romans 10:8b-13                Gospel Luke 4:1-13 

 

          Second Sunday of Lent                 March 16, 2025 
 1

st
 Reading  Genesis 15:1-12,17-18        Psalm 27                                                      

2
nd

 Reading Philippians 3:17-:1                Gospel Luke 13:31-end 
 

         Third Sunday of Lent                      March 23, 2025 
 1st Reading  Isaiah 55:1-9               Psalm 63:1-9 
2

nd
 Reading  1 Corinthians 10:1-13          Gospel  Luke 13:1-9  

 

         Fourth Sunday of Lent Mothering Sunday      March 30, 2025 
 1

st
 Reading Ex 2:1-10 or 1 Samuel 1:20-end  Psalm 34:11-20 or 127:1-4          

2
nd

 Reading 2 Cor.1:3-7 or Colos 3:12-17    Gospel Luke 2:33-35 or John 19:25-27 
 

Vacancy In See Prayer  
 

Interviews for the next Bishop of Carlisle will be conducted on March 13th & 
14th. Churches are asked to come together locally in prayer for the discern-
ment process and 'prayer hubs' have also been set up which people are en-
couraged to visit. Our local hub is:  
Kendal Parish Church – Thursday 13 March from 7pm and Friday 
14 March from 2pm (half an hour on both days).                                                                
A Prayer for our new Bishop 
 Everlasting God, You have welcomed each one of us in Jesus and called us 
to be your people in this place.                               ; 
Send us your Holy Spirit, and fill us with vision, energy and faithfulness in 
prayer, that we may be true to our calling to follow daily, care deeply, speak 
boldly and tread gently. 
Guide us as we seek to discern who you are calling to be our new Bishop, 
that they may be a wise and gentle shepherd of your people, ready to serve 
us with joy, build us up in faith, and be a herald of your son, our Saviour              
Jesus Christ.    Amen. 
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Kia Orana! 
Our sisters in The Cook Islands welcome us and lead us for the Day 
of Prayer 2025. This group of 15 islands in the South Pacific Ocean 
has a rich and colourful Māori heritage and a deep connection to    
nature. Join with us as we pray together and reflect on the theme      
‘I made you wonderful’. 
 
World Day of Prayer is an international, ecumenical organization 
which enables us to hear the thoughts of women from all parts of the 
world: their hopes, concerns and prayers.  
The Day of Prayer is celebrated in over 120 countries. It begins in 
Samoa and prayer in native languages travels throughout the 
world — through Asia, Africa, the Middle East, Europe and the 
Americas before finishing in American Samoa some 38 hours later. 
A worldwide wave of prayer…  
 
Through this day we are encouraged to: 
 Be enriched by the faith of Christians of other cultures 
 Share the burdens of other people and pray for them 
 Become aware of the whole world and no longer live in isolation 

Place: Holy Trinity & St George 
Church, New Road, Kendal 
 
Time: 2pm 
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The Annual General Meeting was held on 29th January. It began with 

a Eucharist service led by Rev Jean Radley and with members taking 

part; the AGM followed, with Rev Jean chairing. 

There were apologies for absence from Elizabeth Allison, Elizabeth 

Brassington, Jean Edmondson, Jean Shepherd, and Georgina    

Walker. Mary explained that Anne Young was poorly. The minutes of 

last year’s AGM were read. There were no matters arising. 

Mary gave the Branch Leaders report. Membership currently stands 

at 22. It should rise soon to 25. We have two indoor members who 

are contacted regularly. In September we celebrated Kathleen Vines’ 

71 years of membership, and in November her 100th Birthday. An 

amazing achievement. We were sad to note that Joyce Wightman 

passed away during the year. She had been a very loyal member for 

many years. 

We have had some excellent speakers and have also enjoyed a 

meeting at Grayrigg. Our Summer outing was to our Liverpool               

Diocese Link Branch, St Luke’s at Orrell; this was an excellent day. 

We were welcomed by Jane and her members. The service was on 

the theme of celebration, following which we enjoyed afternoon tea 

with lively chatter and fellowship. 

Members attended services at Holme Mothers Union, a sharing day 

at Preston Patrick, which was very interesting and thought-provoking, 

and also the Advent Service at Staveley MU.                                                                                  

Mary ended her report by thanking everyone for their love and                  

support over the last year – Eileen, Judith and Vivienne, all committee 

members, and Rev Jean. 

Kendal with Grayrigg 
Mothers’ Union  
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Are you travelling this Spring?   Keep an eye out for those delight-
ful translations into English that didn’t quite make it… 

 
Danish airline:  We take your bags and send them in all directions. 

Heathrow:  No electric people carrying vehicles past this point. 
 
Japanese taxi:  Safety first: please put on your seatbelt. Prepare 

for accident. 

Judith then gave her report, which was fairly concise so as not to            

repeat a lot of what Mary had already said. She also explained that 

due to family circumstances she wished to resign as Secretary.                              

Treasurers Report – Eileen said the finances were in good order. She 

is willing to continue as Treasurer. Rev Jean thanked both of them for 

their reports and hard work. 

The meeting was very appreciative of Mary’s agreement to continue 

as Branch Leader. Following Judith’s resignation as Secretary, Helen 

agreed to be the contact person for emails. Sue said she would help 

with typing. All other Committee members agreed to continue. Rev 

Jean thanked everyone for their help and support. 

There was no other business. 

February 1st was the occasion of the Triennial Service at Kendal                  
Parish Church with Anne Wodeman becoming the Diocesan                            
President. Seven members from our branch attended, enjoying the 
service and fellowship afterwards. 
 
Upcoming Meetings:  
Wed. 26th March - “Open the Book” with Helen.  
Wed 30th April - Lay Ministry with Ian Wilson   
 
Please come and join us, all are welcome. 
                                                              Mary Atkinson (Branch Leader)                                                                                                             
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Totters and Bumps and Babies 
                                                                                                    
 Totters 

A very lively popular and friendly group which attracts between 40-

50 toddlers plus adults every Monday 9 - 11am. It runs in term time 

only. The group is run primarily by a team of 5 volunteers. We     

provide support for the adults as well as activities for the children. 

Drinks for adults included in the fee. There are plenty of toys (large 

and small), sit and ride toys, art and crafts, 

tuff tray messy activities, play dough, sand 

and sometimes a bouncy castle etc. We  

also have a quieter room for adults and  

children who find the other rooms too noisy 

and busy. The session ends with a healthy 

snack and a singing time. 

 

 

 Cornerstone Bumps and Babies (CBBs)                                                                                  

 

This small and friendly group runs in term time only on a Monday 

afternoon from 1.30 - 3pm. It is run by 2 volunteers. We have        

between 6 - 14 babies from birth to 1 year old plus adults attend on 

a regular basis. We offer friendship, advice and support to the 

adults. This is a safe place to come and experience the highs and 

lows of being a new parent. We attract mums, couples, dads and 

grandparents (particularly when mum returns to work). We have play 

mats, rugs etc for the tiny babies and good quality, safe and stimu-

lating toys and a ball pool for the babies to play with as they begin to 

sit up, move and eventually walk. There is opportunity to weigh the 

babies as well. Included in the low price is a choice of hot and cold 

drinks and a selection of lovely homemade cakes or biscuits.                      

Sandylands  Cornerstone Church  and Community 
         News 
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               Causeway    First Sunday of Every Month  

       3.15pm for Chat and Coffee, Service begins at 4pm 

 Friendship and praise with our friends in the community with                    
 supporting needs, to come together for chat and worship. 

        

 Sandylands Friendship Group  

 This meets at 2pm on alternate Thursdays, often with a speaker,            
followed by refreshments.  £2 per meeting for all attendees. 

      March 13th  &    March 27th          

Sandylands Seniors   

We meet twice a month from 10am – noon on a Thursday 
morning in the church hall.  We have a coffee morning with 
drinks and cake, board games such as Scrabble, Dominoes, 
Uno etc are available, or just come and chat.                            
Every other meeting is followed at noon with a cooked lunch.  

 Thursday 6th March 10am followed by lunch                                              
 (please email mellor.family@tiscali.co.uk to book).   

Thursday 20th March 10am with homemade cake  

 

 Sandylands Drop In 
 
 Every Wednesday from 10am till noon. 
 Why not join us for coffee cake and chat? 
 Everybody is made welcome. 
 

                               Some of our Groups 
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1st Kendal Girls Brigade  

Sandylands Methodist 

Church  

Mondays from 6pm to  

7.30pm (term time only). 

We welcome all girls and young women, from age 4+ years (girls must 

be at school). We play games, listen to stories, get creative, and      

discuss life issues, all with a Christian ethos underpinning it. Our motto 

is “Seek, Serve, and Follow Christ” but fun and friendship is  important.  

There are 4 age groups:                                                                                         

n’vestigate for 4-7’s        n’gauge for 8-10’s,                                     

n’counta for 11-13yrs old       n’spire organised by the 14+  themselves  

For more information contact Karen at 1stkendalgb@gmail.com or just 

pop down on a Monday night.    

Saturday 1st March 
 

Sandylands 4Cs coffee morning  10am-12 noon 
In aid of Parkinson’s.  
Come and enjoy tea and coffee with Sylvia’s wonderful 
cakes. There will be a cake stall and also preserves for 
you to buy to take home; two craft stalls and a table 
from South Lakes Christian Resources with books,         
Bibles and Easter cards. 
There is also a craft table and play area for the children 
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 The Whole Easter Story – Why the cross is 
good news for all creation 
by Jo Swinney, BRF Lent Book £9.99 £7.99  
In this Lenten journey, Jo Swinney explores the 
impact of the Easter story on God’s relationship 
with creation. Through Bible readings,                     
reflections and stories from A Rocha’s global 
conservation efforts, discover how the cross 
transforms not just our own individual                                    
connection with Jesus, but also our relationships 
with each other and our world.  
 
In Quietness & Trust – Lent devotions from the 
beatitudes     By Matt Searles,  £6.99 £2.99  
Early in His ministry, Jesus gave His followers a 
description of how He wants His people to live. 
Rather than seeking to ascend to God, Christian 
discipleship is a downward flourishing; a counter
-cultural way of blessing. These 40 devotions, 
with a daily reading and short reflection, will 
guide you through the beatitudes Jesus gave in 
the Sermon on the Mount. This Easter, join Je-
sus on His path to the cross, and see that His 
way – though so different to the way of the world 
– leads to freedom, joy, and life. 
 
Jesus Listens for Lent and Easter – Prayers for 
the Season  By Sarah Young, £12.99 £10.99  
This inspirational devotional prayer book for 
Lent and Easter will be helpful for anyone look-
ing for peace and forgiveness, and for any                         
families want to cultivate a tradition of Lenten 
prayers and devotions together. 
It has prayers, reflections, and Bible verses 
based on Jesus’ life, as well as stunning spring 
and Easter season illustrations. 
Understand how prayer connects you to God, 
helps you seek forgiveness, and brings you the 
inexpressible joy and freedom of knowing that 
Christ has risen! 

These are just three of the books on special offer from South Lakes 
Christian Resources. Lynne has a copy of each in the Team Office . 
Come in and pick up a brochure. 
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Everyone is welcome to the 

 
KENDAL TEA SERVICE 

 

BRINGING PEOPLE  

TOGETHER 

 
 

A short service with a Bible reading, 
3 traditional hymns and prayers 

Followed by Tea and Cake 

Thursday 20th March 2.30 pm at Kendal Parish Church 
For more information about the Tea Service or Anna Chaplaincy 

in Kendal please contact Beverley Moore 07507 749238 or 

bevmoore.annachaplaincy@gmail.com 

 

  
      From The Registers  
 
 
 
Baptisms:  
23rd February - St Oswald’s - Finn Mac Rushforth  
 
Funerals: 
5th February – St George’s -  Stella Eland                                               
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Grayrigg Church and  Community News  

 

St  John The  Evangelist ,  Grayrigg 
Church Cleaning Rota 

          

         I 
If anyone would like to help, please contact Pauline Robson. 

    Grayrigg Church and Community News 

 The Grayrigg Good Neighbours 
 

Join us every second Tuesday in the Coronation Hall at 7.30pm for a 
get-together and talks or craft activities. All welcome.  
 
Mar.11th – In Search of Lord Buddha - Photos & talk with David Last 
 
Apr. 8th -   Spring Flower Arranging Demo   
 
There will be 9 monthly meetings: 
Annual Membership  £12 for 10 months.  £3 per visit for non-members. 

    
  GRAYRIGG TABLE TENNIS CLUB  
 
holds matches in the Coronation Hall from September to May.                       
Anyone who would like to play in a team please contact Kevin Hunter 
on 07813 133507 

Howgill and Firbank WI  
 

will be holding their next meeting  
at 7.30 pm. on Thursday 6th March at Howgill Village Hall.  

 
There will be a chance to make and print Easter cards with Zoe 
Baker. The competition is for a toy chick, lamb or rabbit. 
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 Grayrigg Rainfall 
 
 The rainfall in January 2025 was 119.3mm or 4.70 inches 

 The rainfall in January 2024 was 247.8 mm or 9.75 inches. 

 The average January rainfall over the last 33 years is 169.5mm 

    or 6.68 inches. 

UPCOMING EVENTS IN GRAYRIGG 
 
4th March  Grayrigg Young Farmers Panto (Cinderella) &      
 Coffee Evening, at 7.30pm in the Coronation Hall 
 
7th March Pub night on the move, Join us for a drink from  
 7.30pm onwards at the Duke of Cumberland   
    
8th March Annual Variety Concert in the Coronation Hall 
 at 7.30pm. Proceeds to The Brain Tumour Trust in 
 memory of Ann Kendal. 
 
14th March  FOGS Big Quiz night in the Coronation Hall 7-9pm       
Doors open at 6.30pm Tickets £10 per team    
 to be booked via Try Booking  
 
4th April Pub night with food in the Coronation Hall                       
  7.30pm onwards 
   
26th April   Soupa Saturday in the Coronation Hall                      
 11.30am – 2pm   For Church Funds    
 
2nd May Pub night in the Coronation Hall - 7.30pm onwards 
 
3rd May Sedbergh Town Band in Grayrigg Church 7.30pm            
                     For Church Funds 
 
11th May FOGS Afternoon Tea in the Coronation Hall 2-4pm 
       Tickets to be booked via Try Booking 
24th May  Young Farmers Field Day @ Poppy Farm, Selside 
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THANK YOU 
 
Many thanks to all who came and supported the Grayrigg Soupa       
Saturday on the 25th January and to all those who helped in any 
way.  We made a record sum of £502 which will go towards the up-
keep of the Churchyard. Our next Soupa Saturday is on the 26th April 
and we look forward to seeing you all then.   
 
The Coffee Morning held on February 14th raised the sum of £250 for 
church funds, and an enjoyable time was had by those who were 
there. 
 
Thank you to all who supported these events and we look forward to 
seeing you again. 

Goma Appeal - £1,000 Donation    

Members of the Diocese's Partnership in World                

Mission committee have agreed a £1,000 donation 

from their disaster emergency fund in support of Church Mission Society's work 

in Goma, Democratic Republic of Congo. 

 

In the past few weeks, violent conflict has engulfed the area of Goma. As rebels 

have closed in and taken over the city, and thousands of people have been  

displaced. CMS's partners report that women have been brutally attacked, 

basic supplies are dwindling and that children everywhere are fearful and     

traumatised. Aid partners are mobilising to provide basic necessities like food, 

soap and blankets as well as trauma support. They have the connections to 

deliver this quickly, with your help.                                                                                        

To find out more or to donate go to www.churchmissionsociety.org/appeal/give-

to-goma-emergency-appeal/                                                                                                       

Emergency Appeal for Goma - Church Mission Society (CMS)    

https://churchmissionsociety.org/appeal/give-to-goma-emergency-appeal/
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Wordsearch for March 
 
March brings us Lent and Mothering Sunday.  Lent is a time of spiritual self-

assessment as we prepare for Easter.  It is a time to turn to God, and to grow 

closer to Him. Mothering Sunday reminds us of not only the mothers that 

have loved and raised us, but of Mother Church, who has spiritually loved and 

nurtured us throughout our Christian pilgrimage. How many words can you 

find on these themes in this month’s Word Search? 

Lent 
spiritual 
easter 
preparation 
 
fasting 
prayer 
desert 
selfdenial 
 
repentance 
seeking 
finding 
growing 
 
mothers 
love 
care 
nurture 
 
learning 
teaching 
disciples 
worldwide 
 
flowers 
thankyou 

Cumbria Life magazine featured Top Thorn Farm amongst their best 

locally set books of 2024.  It is available on Amazon at £7.50, a few 

other online suppliers suppliers and Sam Read Books at Grasmere. 

Denise is a member at St Thomas’ Selside . 
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Top Thorn Farm 
 

The idea for my Young Adult novel published a year 

ago, had been brewing within me for some time.  

When working as the librarian in a rural secondary 

school, I couldn’t help noticing the lack of farm-

themed fiction aimed at teenagers.  This was before 

Clarkson’s Farm came to TV screens, although of 

course these stories were intended for adults.  In my 

school, students in years 7, 8 and 9 were required to 

read a fiction book during their weekly library lesson and I would some-

times be approached by frustrated youngsters complaining about the lack of 

stories relating to their own life experience.  They wanted to read about 

driving tractors and quad bikes, lambing and working with sheepdogs. 

 Several years later, I wrote Top Thorn Farm, setting it in an imaginary 

farming community in the South Lakes.  Use of local names is for                                

authenticity but bears no intended connection to individuals.  Dialect speech 

is used.  I also planned it to be dyslexia-friendly. Upon an author friend’s 

recommendation, who is also an ex school librarian/English teacher, I               

approached an editor who took me through the process of producing a book 

for publication.  I am grateful to both. 

 My main character is in his last year at school and would rather be 

driving a tractor on his family farm than having to prepare for his GCSE’s.  

He has to accept however, small hill farms struggle and the future he’d                    

envisaged for himself isn’t going to happen.  A farm accident, an outbreak 

of bovine TB, storm damage and the conflict of school life and home                          

contribute to his self-discovery.  

The sequel Finding set 2/3 years later, will be published late February or 

early March 2025.       Denise Clarke   
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If you are looking to renew your Home Insurance in 2025, 
why not consider using Ecclesiastical. One of our church 
members recently bought insurance through them and by 
quoting the Trust130 promotion code, £130 was donated to 
her local Anglican church. 
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St George’s Church                                                      
                                                                                               

Chatter and Natter 
  
 Come and join us on the last Friday of every month in the 
 Radley Room for Tea/coffee, cake and meet -up with friends. 
 
 March 28th 2025 from 10am to 11.30am 
 
 For further information  
         ring Sue Whittaker 07866341554 
  
 Looking forward to seeing you all!. 
 

 
St George’s  

  Community Hub 
 

Soup, sandwiches, cake and fruit, tea, coffee and 
squash are available  

between 11.45am and 1pm on Thursdays. 
 

There is a listening ear available for  
anyone who would find that helpful. 

                                                                                                             
DO COME AND JOIN US – 

 ALL ARE WELCOME 

Laughter Lines 
 

I’m giving up eating chocolate for a month. Oh, wait, sorry, bad              

punctuation. I meant, I’m giving up. Eating chocolate for a month.  
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 Kendal Wills Ltd. 
 
  

For Wills and Lasting Powers of 
Attorney 

  
 Tel 01539 728020 

enquiries@kendalwills.co.uk 
 www.kendalwills.co.uk 

  
Compliant with the Institute of 
Professional Willwriters Code 

 of  Practice. 

Magazine Team Needed  
 

St George’s, Kendal and St John’s 
Grayrigg Magazine. 
 
Could you become part of a team 
putting together this monthly publi-
cation?  
 
Access to a computer is required, 
but the work is not too tasking and 
training will be given.  
 
Please speak with Revd Michelle 
or Lynne in the Beacon Team         
Office for more details.  

Upcoming Concerts at 

St George’s Church. 

 
Westmorland Youth Orchestra: 

Sat. 15 March 2025, 7.30pm 

For more details contact                                     

admin@wyo.org.uk   

   

************************************ 

Levens Choir: 

Sat.12th April 2025 7.30pm 

Duruflé - Requiem, Fauré -    

Cantique de Jean Racine 

 

Tickets £17 available from 

www.levenschoir.net or on the 

door. 
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Alma Winder 
Mobile: 07768155511 

 


